As of October 2021, the following notification was added to the bottom of NAVA's main GFBF download page: "For Ted Kaye's recollections of compiling and

updating Good Flag, Bad Flag, see Vexillum 10 (June 2020), pp. 19-20." Pre
"When Vexillologists are Vexations" predicted that like everything else Kaye h
Now that mid-2022 has been reached, the document is publicly-available, and

In the spring of 2020, NAVA published an updated edition of
Ted Kaye's compilation of guidelines for flag design, “Good”
Flag, “Bad” Flag. A copy is being provided to each NAVA
member, the title is being made freely available as an

viously that document was not available to the general public, but the author of
as said about his moronic pamphlet, it would be a self-serving humblebrag.
readers can judge for themselves whether the prediction was correct.

electronic publication on the NAVA website, and print copies
are available for sale through the NAVA Shop and on
Amazon.com. We spoke recently with the compiler about
the history of his publication and the reasons for its update.

“Good”Flag,“Bad”Flag, Updated Edition

Available Now
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the GFBF cover on its bulletin board, along with photos of
customers’ dogs).

Tell us about the publication history of
GFBF.
I'm the compiler, not the author, of GFBF—the
authors are really the 20 writers on vexillography
hose work | condensed and organized into a snappy format with a single
ditorial voice. | consulted directly with many of them after compiling the first
draft.
| first created GFBF as a primitive 16-page booklet laid out in Microsoft
Word. The NAVA board, led by President Dave Martucci, accepted the text and
soon after NAVA webmaster Dick Gideon published it electronically on nava.
org. After sharing it with NAVA members® and receiving helpful feedback
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How did Good Flag, Bad Flag come
about in the first place?

When | became Raven editor in 1996, the volume under
way documented the flags of American Indian tribes. As |
edited that seminal work by Don Healy, | found myself
regretting that so many tribal flag designs fell short of their
potential, most likely being modeled on poorly-designed U.S.
state flags. As more and more tribes were then adopting flags—spurred by
native sovereignty laws, casino construction, and the upcoming Lewis & Clark
bicentennial commemoration (for which | was serving as executive director in
Oregon)>—I began to wonder about the relationship between vexillologists
and those who design and adopt flags.

Then in 1999 the concept of a general-interest flag-design guidebook arose
during the 18th International Congress of Vexillology (NAVA 33), held in ®)
Victoria, B.C. A panel discussion exploring “Vexillography—Guides for Fla
Design” (featuring flag merchants Doreen Braverman, Jim Ferrigan, and Pet
Orenski) deplored the sad current state of flag design, as evidenced by the @
poor quality of the flags proposed by their customers. As the panel wrapped
up, | rose to assert that we flag experts had no business criticizing the publi
vexillographic attempts until we successfully shared the basic principles of
flag design. | then impulsively volunteered to draft such a guidebook,
promising it for the next ICV, in York, England, in two years’ time.

What guided your editorial decisions in creating GFBF?

| compiled the text by consulting the writings of about 20 vexillographic
thinkers—in the U.S. and Canada and around the world. Many had explored
flag design in great detail, advancing important ideas in articles, pamphlets,
and booklets. They didn't agree on everything, of course. But finding that they
seemed to agree on five basic principles, | made those the core of the
guidebook. It appeared, however, that most writers attempted to squeeze to
much into their guidance—resulting in over-long, in-the-weeds, touch-eve
base materials. Their work failed to market good flag design with a catchy title
and short-and-sweet concepts.

And—perhaps most importantly—maost focused on what TO do, usually
ignoring what NOT to do. Because the North American public had very poor
examples to guide it (bad flag design predominates in the United States at th
city and state level—often “seals-on-bedsheets”), | thought it important to
explicitly show and reject poor designs. That led to the idea of providing
examples of designs which followed each principle and designs which did not.
What inspired the title?

Those two concepts—mneeding a catchy title and presenting “good” and
“bad” examples—Iled to Good Flag, Bad Flag. That construct was already
familiar to readers in such phrases as “good cop, bad cop” and “good dog,
bad dog” (coincidentally the name of a favorite lunchtime haunt of mine in
Portland—a hot dog take-out restaurant which proudly posted the first draft of

(especially from Jim Croft, as well as Lee Herold, Clay Moss,
Dev Cannon, and Peter Orenski), | made updates and
revisions. A draft distributed at ICV 19 (York) in July, 2001,
met with wide enthusiasm from attendegs—the first being Kin
Spain, FIAV secretary general and former NAVA president.
Mike Hale, of Elmer’s Flag & Banner, then pitched it to
members of the National Independent Flag Dealers Association, and made
occasional printouts for customers. (Despite my preference for anonymity, my
family insisted | put my name on it.) It remained available only in electronic
form for five years.

In 2006, GFBF appeared in printed form with professional layout by
Melissa Scott, a designer I'd found through a local art school. | funded the
design and printing costs and contributed an ample supply to NAVA (over
1,500 copies). Since then NAVA has given one to each new member and
made it available on Amazon.com and the NAVA shop. GFBF has been
translated into Spanish, French, German, Italian, Portuguese, and
Slovenian—through the generous work of fellow vexillologists (Gustavo
Tracchia, Sophie Rault, Dieter Linder, Flavio Marchetto, Tiago Berg, and Aleks
Hribov3ek). All are available for download on the NAVA website at https://
nava.org/nava-digital-library-flag-design-resources.

The size was intentional: 16 pages seemed the outer limit for what a
flag-store customer could process or a flag-selection committee could digest,
but met the lower limit for a book to receive favorable United States Postal
Service Media Mail postage rates!

How was GFBF received when it was first published?

The little booklet soon saw action with the Georgia state flag redesign effort
in 2003—*Ed Jackson, serving as staff to the senate committee developing an
alternative to the flag adopted in 2001, circulated GFBF to successfully guide
members of the General Assembly in their deliberations.* The results of
NAVAs 2004 American City Flag Survey presented a powerful validation of the
principles in GFBF, which predicted the survey results with 89% accuracy.?
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Anne Onimous
Sticky Note
White man, who made you the judge of Native American flags?
And where do you get off, calling them the flags of 'Indian' tribes?
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As of October 2021, the following notification was added to the bottom of NAVA's main GFBF download page: "For Ted Kaye's recollections of compiling and updating Good Flag, Bad Flag, see Vexillum 10 (June 2020), pp. 19–20."  Previously that document was not available to the general public, but the author of "When Vexillologists are Vexations" predicted that like everything else Kaye has said about his moronic pamphlet, it would be a self-serving humblebrag.  Now that mid-2022 has been reached, the document is publicly-available, and readers can judge for themselves whether the prediction was correct.
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Anne Onimous
Sticky Note
The 'compiler', that's rich.  Are you saying that the words in GFBF are not yours?  Curious, then, that you do not actually quote anyone, except a slavery advocate from the U.S. Civil War era who designed the Confederate Battle Flag.  Then again, you have often seemed to have a Confederate Flag fetish.  One wonders whether your personal flag has a big 'K' on it, or three of them.

Anne Onimous
Sticky Note
Your 'preference for anonymity'?  Mate, you have shamelessly promoted yourself in virtually every formal paper that you have ever written, and nothing could make your sense of self-importance more obvious than these two excerpted pages.  Does your back ever get sore from all the patting you give it?  Yeah, nah, your family has never made you toot your own horn.

Anne Onimous
Sticky Note
'A powerful validation', through the use of a pseudo-scientific flag rating scale that you yourself invented, with results that you yourself tabulated, allowing you to derive any statistical result that you yourself wanted to see, as applied to surveys of a few hundred flag enthusiasts who had been spoon-fed the same flag design biasses for 25 years or so.  "By far the worst kinds of polls, according to experts, are the Internet polls or...surveys that appeal to only those with a vested interest in the question.  They are worthless, except for the purpose of idle entertainment." --- Polling the Polling Experts: How Accurate and Useful Are Polls These Days?

Anne Onimous
Sticky Note
"Good person, bad person".  Which of them insults the practically sacred symbols of millions of other persons?

Anne Onimous
Sticky Note
So flag merchants become flag design experts, the way that caterpillars morph into butterflies?  In what universe?

Anne Onimous
Sticky Note
They should charge whatever postal rates they use for mailing fecal matter.

Anne Onimous
Sticky Note
"...we flag experts..."?  Who, you?  Not likely.  No bona fide flag expert would claim, as you do in your pamphlet, that all of the colours in Brownell's flag of South Africa 'have deep symbolic meaning'.

Anne Onimous
Sticky Note
Flag experts are not flag design experts.  Having expert knowledge of the history, symbolism, and usage of flags does not equate to having expert knowledge of how flags should be designed.

Anne Onimous
Sticky Note
Flag design guides like yours are often "simplistic-obvious-bullshit".  Only S.O.B.s appoint themselves to judge whether the flags of others have 'poor designs'.

Anne Onimous
Sticky Note
It is impossible for a single set of flag design tenets to apply to all of the innumerable purposes of the world's flags.  Therefore universal principles of flag design do not exist.  You cannot extract 'five basic principles' from something that does not exist.  What you have 'marketed' is not good flag design, but just a licence for the undiscerning to insult the creations of others.

Anne Onimous
Sticky Note
More sappy than snappy.  The author of this note may have written more on vexillography than all of your 20 writers put together.  Her 'single editorial voice' is that you are a poseur, an impostor, and a hack. 

Anne Onimous
Sticky Note
And you still have "no business criticising the public's vexillographic attempts".  It is never acceptable to judge the flags of others, and those who do so only prove their pretentiousness.

Anne Onimous
Sticky Note
But neither Dr. Whitney Smith nor Graham Bartram ever praised your daft pamphlet, did they?  Their endorsements would only have come with a freeze-over of Hell.
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After its print publication, Annin & Co. (flagmakers since 1847) added GFBF
to its catalog and several commercial members of NAVA began sharing it with
their customers. NAVA members began using it in their own flag redesign
efforts—especially at the city and state levels.

What has happened with GFBF in the years since it was
published?

The booklet—and the principles it advances—appears to have shaped the
discussion of vexillography within the vexillological world and in the broader
public.

The GFBF page on the NAVA website consistently receives more hits tha resonate with the people or institutions represented.” The flags of California

any other page (after the home page). NAVA members named it one of the top
three “most important flag books” in the 2018 NAVA member survey—after
Whitney Smith's Flags Through the Ages and Around the World and Alfred
Znamierowski's World Encyclopedia of Flags® Participants in the r/vexillology
subreddit and the Designing Flags Facebook group often cite GFBF.

Perry Dane delivered an insightful commentary on GFBF at the 2007 NAVA
meeting in Hartford (winning the Driver Award for best paper). It presented a
strong argument for considering flag designs in context—the “political,
emotional, symbolic, and historical sensitivities that shape our reaction to
flags”—saying “the austerity and dogmatism of [GFBFs] approach should
give considerable pause”, while calling it “probably the only systematic effort
at developing any sort of coherent, systematic, prescriptive principles for flag
design”.’

John Hartvigsen also cited GFBF extensively in his paper presented at the
2015 NAVA meeting in Ottawa. It compared several flag-design guides,
concluding, “In addition to clean design, vexillographers should also consider
history, heritage, symbolism, emotion, branding, and usage when proposing
new flags.”®

Podcaster and radio show host Roman Mars featured GFBF and its
principles in his widely-viewed 2015 TED Talk “Why City Flags May Be the
Worst-Designed Thing You Never Noticed” (with 6 millions hits to date!),
bringing vexillography to the public to an unprecedented extent and sparking
awave of municipal flag redesign that continues to grow.?

Others have since produced more expansive flag design materials. For
example, the “Joint Commission” of NAVA and the Flag Institute produced a
Report on the Guiding Principles on Flag Designin 2014."° Tony Burton,
editor of The Flag Society of Australia'’s Crux Australis, published his
128-page Vexillogistics: An lllustrated and Practical Guide to Flag Design i
2015." French designer Martin Joubert published an 86-page “expansion” of
GFBFin 2019, called Modern Flag Design.”

Most flag-design efforts in the U.S. now quote GFBF, it has accomplishe
its purpose of bringing vexillographic principles to the general public.

Why did the publication need to be updated?

A fundamental challenge to GFBF was that the term “bad flag” offended
some who mistook a judgment about design with a valuation of the flag itself.
While the title Good Flag, Bad Flag and the captions under the flag images
used the shorthand of “good” and “bad” to mean “follows the principle in
question” and “doesn’t follow the principle in question”, that shorthand raised
some emotions when incorrectly perceived as denigrating a flag rather than
just assessing its design on a single dimension.

Compounding that challenge, the public and the media often construed t
basic principles articulated in GFBF as inviolable rules, castigating flags an
designs that “broke” them, and leading to a perception of NAVA itself as a
“judger” of flags.

With the print inventory of GFBF running low, | chose to address those issues
and include other minor revisions before reprinting. | believed, however, that
expanding beyond design into the larger factors cited by others would make the
booklet too long and dilute its effectiveness. Its brevity and focus is its strength.

What'’s different about the updated edition?

In place of “good” and “bad” as captions for examples, | substitute “yes”
and “no”. Paraphrasing John Hartvigsen (with gratitude), the “Use Meaningful
Symbolism” text now includes: “In choosing symbols, consider their history,
cultural heritage, emotional value, branding, and usage—assure they @
and South Africa provide additional examples of exceptions. A disclaimer
clarifies that the publication reflects my opinion, not NAVAS. A note on the
back (reflecting the insightful thoughts of Raven editor Scott Mainwaring)
addresses the place of GFBF in the broader scope of flag design.

Other revisions include updates (the years Libya used a solid green flag),
corrections (fixing my confusion of salamander/dragon, seal/shield, crescent
moon/crescent), and minor wording changes. The quote from the flag
committee of the Confederate States of America is now attributed to its
chairman, William Porcher Miles." At the suggestion of Steve Knowlton,

Vexillum editor and Publications Committee chair, quotation marks in the title
around “Good” and “Bad” temper the stark judgment some see in the booklet.
And in the “Test Yourself” section | couldn't resist adding the new flag of
Pocatello, Idaho—to join the old flag (which came in last place in NAVAS
2004 American City Flag Survey).

Did you have assistance preparing the update?

Correspondence with readers since 2001 provided helpful input, as did the
thoughtful commentary of other writers, feedback solicited on the Designing
Flags Facebook group page, and advice from the current Raven editor and
members of the NAVA board—especially President Peter Ansoff. The original
layout designer, now Melissa Meiner, updated her original work for the new
version. | again financed it and have contributed another 1,500 copies to
NAVA—enough for several more years.

What are your hopes for the revised “Good”Flag,“Bad”Flag?

| hope that GFBF will continue to promote NAVA and its broad approach to
flag studies. | hope the updates temper the concerns some have expressed
about it. I hope it will earn more money to support NAVAS mission and find a
place in NAVA members’ flag book libraries. Most importantly, | hope this littl
booklet will continue to guide any who design flags, reassure those who mak:@
decisions about their adoption, and inspire vexillographers worldwide.
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Anne Onimous
Sticky Note
Oh sure, your 14-page, juvenile comic-book equates to all of the dozens of thick, scholarly tomes that genuine flag experts have written.  Smith and Znamierowski are rolling over in their graves.  Next you will be comparing your pamphlet to the Torah, the Quran, and the Bible.

Anne Onimous
Sticky Note
Yes, your mutual-admiration society is going strong.  So is Kim's.  So is Assad's.  So is Orbán's.  So is Bolsonaro's.  So is Xi's.  So is Putin's.  So is anybody's, since the world is half-full of idiots these days.

Anne Onimous
Sticky Note
Mate, your tongue is so firmly in your cheek here that it is close to pushing through.  Disingenuous, much?  The perception that NAVA is a "judger" of flags is correct.  The title of your pamphlet is explicitly judgemental, and NAVA has been promoting GFBF's baseless judgements of flag designs for over two decades.

Anne Onimous
Sticky Note
Quotation marks do not change the meaning of words.  "Good" Vexillologist, "Bad" Vexillologist.  Still the same two sorts of flag enthusiasts, and you remain the latter.

Anne Onimous
Sticky Note
You can afford it, being a one-percenter and all. 

Anne Onimous
Sticky Note
And I hope that history will regard your pamphlet as the rubbish that it truly is.

Anne Onimous
Sticky Note
Mate, your pamphlet is just a a list of five opinions that you pulled out of your arse.  They make you an expert at nothing, and they ooze enough narcissistic hypocrisy to serve as lessons for the likes of Trump.

Anne Onimous
Sticky Note
"The austerity and dogmatism of [GFBF's] approach should give considerable pause".  Yes, those who read GFBF should choke on it and spit it out.  You do not seem to have a firm grasp of the meaning of words.  And yes again, GFBF attempts to be 'prescriptive', but the art of flag design is not a prescriptive endeavour.  Prescriptive means adhering to narrow, rigid, strict, inflexible, doctrinaire, and authoritarian rules and dogma.  That is your cup of tea all right, but to believe that Dane was complimenting you on it is delusional.

Anne Onimous
Sticky Note
Exceptions do not prove rules.  Instead they prove that the rules are not rules at all, but only subjective opinions.  What you call principles are just piffle. 

Anne Onimous
Sticky Note
No, it has accomplished its purpose of falsely making your name synonymous with flag design expertise, when you are in fact utterly devoid of it, and of persuading a gullible public that great flags always have simple designs, when great flags with complex designs are waving all over the world.




